
March 25, 2008 - 15TH ANNUAL TED WILLIAMS INDUCTION CEREMONY A WORLD-CLASS
EVENT

Guests enjoyed an evening of fun and history at Tropicana Field as we celebrated the greats of
baseball at the 15th Annual Ted Williams Museum & Hitters Hall of Fame Induction Dinner. The
men honored at this year's ceremony have all contributed greatly to the history of our beloved
game of baseball.

"The Boss," MR. GEORGE STEINBRENNER, principal owner of the New York Yankees, was
presented with the Ted Williams Lifetime Achievement Award. Mr. Steinbrenner has had a major
impact on the game. Since Mr. Steinbrenner and Ted Williams sat together at the grand opening
of the Museum back in 1994, a mutual friendship and respect has bonded the two men. Ted
would be honored to have George Steinbrenner archived in his museum where fans can learn of
his impact on the game for generations to come.

During a fabulous dinner catered by Outback, world-class artist BRIAN OLSEN thrilled the
audience as he created two masterpieces which were auctioned off for charity.

Special thanks go to JOHN COSCIA from the Citrus County Chronicle for the following article
from the Sunday, March 23, 2008, edition.

MASTERPIECE THEATER: HEAVY-HITTING LINEUP PRESENT FOR ANNUAL TED
WILLIAMS INDUCTION CEREMONY

A picture's worth a thousand words, and sometimes it's even worth a whole lot more. The latter
was most certainly the case this past Tuesday night as the Ted Williams Museum hosted the 15th
annual induction ceremony of the Ted Williams Hitters Hall of Fame at Tropicana Field, the home
of the Tampa Bay Rays.

The dinner included a who's who of easily recognizable baseball greats, including Hall of Famers
WADE BOGGS, REGGIE JACKSON and RICH
"GOOSE" GOSSAGE.

They were also joined by several other
distinguished guests, including award winners
ANDRE DAWSON, ROBERTO ALOMAR,
GOSSAGE, HIDEKI OKAJIMA, JONATHAN
PAPELBON, CARLOS PENA, and JENNY
STEINBRENNER-SWINDAL, who was there
representing her father George Steinbrenner,
who received the Lifetime Achievement Award
from the museum.

On this night it was all of them and their
collective presence that made this an occasion
those in attendance won't soon forget. By night's
end, however, it was BRIAN OLSEN, who sat in
the midst of these baseball giants in relative
obscurity, who turned the ceremony into
Masterpiece Theater. Midway through the event,
Olsen, an accomplished artist known for using
only his hands and no brushes, turned a blank
canvas into a spectacular painting of the



Chairman of the Board, FRANK SINATRA. The painting was then auctioned off and earned the
museum $7,800 for charity. That, however, would not be the showstopper.

The real highlight of the night would come later in the evening when Olsen once again took to the
canvas and created a masterpiece that truly brought the house down. As he began the painting
the honored guests attempted to make out the finished product. For one person, CLAUDIA
WILLIAMS, it was an easier task than anyone else. "I knew as soon as he drew the nose (which
was the first thing he painted). It was like looking in the mirror," Claudia would later relate. "I'd
know that nose anywhere. I knew right away it was Daddy." And by the time everyone else had
caught on, oohs and ahhs could be heard rustling throughout the room. When Olsen finished,
with one final dynamic splash to the canvas, everyone stood in unison as he stepped aside and
revealed the most distinguished guest of all ... the museum's namesake - TED WILLIAMS.

As with the Sinatra painting, a live auction was held immediately after the completion of the
masterpiece. And this one really drew serious attention with the most appropriate person of all,
Ted's daughter Claudia, finally capturing the ownership rights with a winning bid of $14,000.
Afterwards, Claudia was quick to point out that the purchase of the painting - which she has
already turned over to the museum's safekeeping so that visitors may witness the spectacle when
they tour their way through the hallowed hallways - was only accomplished thanks to the
generous support of Bill Becknell and Ralph Abel, who assisted in the purchase and made the gift
to Claudia and the museum a reality. While the paintings were certainly the icing on the cake of a
memorable night, the meat and potatoes of the program belonged to some heavy hitters in their
own right.

Both BOGGS and JACKSON made it clear in their speeches that they both consider it a
"travesty" and "grave injustice" that ANDRE DAWSON is not yet in the National Baseball Hall of
Fame and Museum. And they were not alone. The esteemed club's newest member, GOSSAGE,
who will himself, be enshrined in Cooperstown on July 27 of this year, himself made mention of
Dawson during his speech. "I'll see you in the Hall soon, my friend," said Gossage with an air of
confidence. Gossage was probably also the most vocal in his support of the museum and as he
walked the halls could be heard on several occasions remarking, "This is just unbelievable. What
a phenomenal place this is. I'll definitely be back." And then he saw his special spot on the wall
and just said, "Wow!" That pretty much summed up the entire night.

Mr. October himself, JACKSON, bestowed with the honor of introducing STEINBRENNER'S
DAUGHTER addressed those gathered with a stirring introduction of the night's final award
recipient. "I feel fortunate tonight that I get a chance to introduce as I would say the regal part of
the Yankees. Our beautiful, what I would call, our Lady of the Yankees, he said. "Ladies and
Gentlemen I give you friend and wonderful person MISS JENNY STEINBRENNER-SWINDAL."

As Steinbrenner-Swindal took the stage you could see in her emotions the magnitude of the
honor that her father had just been bestowed and it was eloquently reflected in her words that
followed. "On behalf of my father GEORGE STEINBRENNER and the rest of the Steinbrenner
family, I can't thank you enough for this lovely honor. The Ted Williams Museum and Hitters Hall
of Fame was established to preserve the rich tradition and heritage of our beloved national
pastime, baseball," Steinbrenner-Swindal said. "And I know of no one who cherishes baseball
and our country more than my father. This is truly an honor and we thank you so very much. I
know that he's just so very sad that he can't be here tonight."

And with that another magnificent ceremony ended on a high note sending all of those in
attendance home with memories that will last a lifetime.

The price of the Dinner on the Field induction ceremony ... $99.

The cost of a signed baseball by some of Major League Baseball's best hitters of all time ... $75.

The cost of purchasing a unique painting of "Ole Blue Eyes" ... $7,800.

Purchasing the masterpiece painting of the person that many refer to as "the greatest hitter of all
time" but that you call, Daddy ... Priceless!


